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IV. Remarks upon an Antient Date, tfx>et 
a Gate-way , near the Cathedral , at Wor- 
cefter. % John Ward, tifyet. Prof. Grefl?, 
and F. S. 


U PON the 17th of February laft, I had the 
Honour to lay before this Society a Paper, 
containing fome Remarks upon an antient Date, 
carved in Wood, that was Found at Widgel Hall 
near Buntingford in HertfordJhire y with the Cha¬ 
racters 3 which had been read 1016, fuppofod 
to be mixed Numbers, the Roman , and the two 

others Arabian or Indian , as they are indifferently 
called. This led me to confider two other Dates of 
the like Kind, formerly publilhed in the Thilofophi - 
cal Tranfabtions ; one found at Helmdon in 
Northampton/hire, in mixed Characters exprefling, 
as was thought, 133; and the other at Cole hefter y 
faid to denote the Year 1090, wholly in Arabian 
Figures. But upon fearching into the Origin of thole 
Figures, and the Time when they were firft brought 
into thefe Parts of the World, Icould meet with no 
Examples of them in any Manufcripts, before fome 
Copies of Johannes de Sacro Bofco (mentioned by 
Dr. Wallis) who died in the Year 1 ay6, which was 
113 Years after the lateft of the three Dates above- 
mentioned. As it could not therefore but feem very 
ftrange, that Workmen Ihould have made Ufo of thole 
Figures for foch common Purpofes, fo long before 
they appear in the Writings of the Learned; fo upon 
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a cloler Examination, and farther Inquiry, I found 
there was no Reafon from any of thefe Dates to lup- 
pofe, it was really true in Fadt. For the Helmdon 
Date inftead of $13 13 3, (hould, as I then (hewed, be 
read $^133 the Caleb eft er Date 1490, inftead of 
1090; and that at Widgel Hall has no Arabian Fi¬ 
gures in it, the Characters 1 and 6 not being Num¬ 
bers, but the initial Letters of two proper Names 
I G, in the ufaal Form of thofe Letters in that Age. 

But there has been very lately read before this 
Society, an Account of a Date at Worcefler , more 
antient than any of the three former; namely 
or 97V, in which the Unite is a Roman Nu¬ 
meral, and the other two are taken for Indian Fi¬ 
gures. I obferved in my former Paper, that (rich Mix¬ 
tures were fometimes found in antient Numbers; 
tho’ in what Manner they were fo ufed; I did not 
then explain, but for Brevity contented myfelf with 
refering to the Algebra of Dr. Wallis y a Book lb 
very well known. The Docftor thought it neceftary 
to take Notice ©f this, in Order to account for his 
Way of reading the Helmdon Date, in which the gp 
only is a Roman Numeral. And I had mylelf met 
with a few Inftances of it in Dr. Mead’s Manulcript 
of Boethius , as 00019 and ncc68, where the Hun¬ 
dreds are numeral Letters, and both the Decimals and 
Unites Arabian Figures a . But ’tis obfervable, this is 
not done promilcuoufly, but the largeft Numbers 
are always Letters, and the lefter, Figures; as in 
the Helmdon Date. And Mabillon has obferved, 
that in a curious manufeript Copy of Thomas a Kern - 

* De Arith. Lib. II. 
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pis, writen in the fifteenth Century, fome of the 
Pages are fo numbered a . Which Method, fo far as 
appears, was always attended to, and never in any 
one Inftance inverted. So that this IVorceJier Date, 
which has a Roman Numeral in the Place of Unites, 
and the two preceding Characters are fuppoled to be 
Indian Figures, is not only without Example, but di¬ 
rectly contrary to all other Inftances offuch mixed 
Numbers. Which Confideration alone might be a 
fufficient Ground to think, there muffbe lome Miftakc 
in the Reading. 

But the middle Figure, taken for a Seven, is as re¬ 
markable ; which turning towards the left Hand, 
forms two obtufe Angles, one above, and the other 
below. This Shape of the Seven, I believe, was never 
leen before, and leems by no means to lint that Age. 
In the Specimen of the Figures taken from Johannes 
de Sacro Bofco , by Dr. IVallis , which may be leen in 
theTable annexed to myformerPaper [JWTab. II. 
Fig. i.l the Figure Severn's made in this Form A, 
like the two Legs of an ifofceles Triangle. And in 
Roger Bacon's Calendar , dated 1191, there is only 
this Variation that the Leg to the left Hand is fome- 
what Ihortened, as will appear iikewile by the fame 
Table. And this Form continued till Printing w r as 
introduced among us ; as is evident from Caxton 's 
‘Roly chronic on , and other Books printed about that 
Time. Nor do I find it till later Times in any other 
Shape ; unlels that in Billiop Beverege's Table of 
Indian Figures, the two Legs of our antient Seven 
are drawn parallel, and arched at the Top, in this 

* Dc ReDipIom. Tab. XV. 
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manner ft , inftead of meeting in an Angle *; and 
Rlanudes , a Greek Writer, has kept the true 

Form V, like the RomanV\ve y which xhz Euro¬ 
peans inverted, [See Tab* II. Fig. i ] The laft Altera¬ 
tion thisFigare received among us, was by raifing the 
ihorter Leg horizontally. But no Inftance of it parallel 
to this in the Worcejter Date, or any Thing like it, 
has before appeared. As there leems therefore no 
Realon to fuppofe it a Seven ; fo I think a probable 
Conje&ure may be offered, what it was defigned for, 
and that is, the Roman Numeral Ten, which was 
made in this Form, like an X ; to which Character, 
in our old fquare Hand, this fuppofed Seven y 
would very well agree, by (applying only the two 
extreme Parts to the right Hand, in this Manner X > 
which may eafily be thought to have been decayed, 
and worn away by length of Time. 

As there is no Realon to take the middle Cha¬ 
racter for a Seven, fo neither is there any to fuppofe 
the firft was intended for a Nine, being thus placed 
before two Roman Numerals, as I take them both to 
be. It has indeed fome Similitude with that Figure- 
but that is nothing more, than what was antiently, 
and (till is, common to the Letter OP in that Hand, 
which refembles a double 0,with an oblique Stroke 
turned inwards from the Bottom of that to the right 
Hand; fo that if the other to the left be taken a- 
way,that which remains will appear in thisForm Q, 
like what is here called a Nine. And every one 
knows, who has any Acquaintance with antient In- 
fcriptions, that Letters frequently perifh in this Man¬ 
ner, one Part before another. 

a Arith, Chron. Lib. I,.Cap. 4. 
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Upoft thefe Suppofitions the true Reading would 
be MXV. But fince the old Date is now deftroyed, 
and modern Figures put in its Place, this mull re¬ 
main uncertain. And I can’t but think, the former 
Chara&ers muft have been very dark and obfcure, for 
the following Reafons. There is, as I am informed, 
a Tower over this Gate, of which a curious and 
learned Gentleman, who lives very near it a, has 
lately given fome Account, in a Treatife entitled, 
A Survey of the Cathedral Church of Worcefter. 
He fais, it is “ commonly called King John’s 
“ Tower, and laid by fome to be built by him * 
“ but it was much more antient, having in the Front 
“ of it the Statues of King Edgar, and his two 
“ Queens, Ethelfleda and Ethelfrida ; and the 
“ Street it leads into, is called in feveral Writings 
u Edgar-Jlreet' ,x \ Could there be any Room for 
its being ever fuppofed to have been built by King 
John, while this Date was plain and clear > Or would 
the Author of the Survey have contented himfolf 
with only faying, it was much more antient \ when 
he could fo ealily have given us the Year, had he 
been fatisfied with the Reading > King Edgar had 
been a great Benefa&or ro the cathedral Church at 
fVorcejier , and is faid to have given to it 3C0 Hides 
of Land c } which fome compute at fo many 100 
A.cres, but my Lord Coke fais, an Hide contains no 
certain Number. Edgar died in 97 ?, but his Queen 
Ethelfrida furvived him feveral Years. And as it 
is not unufual, in Order to perpetuate the Memory 

_ 3 Vr. William Thomas. b Pag. 7. See Ukewife HearneV Preface to 
hem'ng’i Ch.mulariurn^ in the Frontifpieee of which Treatife is a Draught 
of thefe three Figures . c Account of the Bif tops of Worcefleiv £n 
Dr* William Thomas. 
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of public Benefactors, to ered Statues and other 
Monuments of them, after they are dead ; it might 
be fo in this Cafe, and the Street receive its Name 
(for fome Time at leaft) from this Building, like-our 
Ludgate-ftreet. But tho the precife Year of this 
Date can’t, I fear, now be determined with certain¬ 
ty ; it is fufficient to have Ihewn, that neither the 
Order of the Characters, their Shape, nor the oldeft: 
Examples of Arabian or Indian Figures, any where 
found, do in the leaft countenance the Reading given 
to it; but, on the contrary, all of them afford the 
higheft Probability, that it can’t be genuine. 

I beg leave only to add, that two learned and in¬ 
genious Gentlemen of this Society, Roger Gale and 
James Weft Efquires, to whofe Judgment I would 
pay a due Regard, were pleafed to tell me, they 
thought the two firft Characters, taken for a Nine 
and a Seven, might probably have been nothing but 
an 00 ; which will bring the Date to iooy, ten 
Years nearer the Time of Edgar. My only Diffi¬ 
culty as to that Reading is, that the 00 would then 
have two oblique Strokes prolonged from the Bot¬ 
tom, one in the Middle, befides the other ufual one 
towards the right Hand, which I do not remember 
ever to have met with. But as this Inacuracy might 
arife from the Obfcurity of the Character, or the 
Imagination of its being two Arabian Figures; I 
leave it to the Curious to judge either way, as they 
pleafe, both Sentiments equally fuppofing the ori¬ 
ginal Characters of this Date muft have been Ro¬ 
man Numerals, 
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I Ihould not have enquired farther into this Sub- 
jed upon the prefent Occafion, but that I apprehend 
it to be a Matter of fome Confequence, elpecially 
with Relation to Manufcripts. A Copy, for Inftance, 
of fome antient Author, writen in the Year 13 75-, 
and dated in Arabian Figures, by changing only 
the 3 into a Cypher, may be carried back three 
hundred Years ; or by making it a Nine, and taking 
out the 1, may be railed Hill a Century higher, to 
9 75, the iuppofed Year of the Worcefter Date. And 
thole, who are converfant with Manufcripts, are fen- 
fible, that the Age of them can’t always be deter¬ 
mined barely by the Hand. Since therefore Ara¬ 
bian Figures are in moll Cafes much more eafily 
falfified, than Roman Numerals 3 I humbly prefume, 
too .great Caution cannot be ufed, in admiting any 
Inftances of them more early, than have been yet 
difcovered, but upon very clear and fufficient Evi¬ 
dence. 
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